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Happy New Year!  

As we step into a new year together, we do so with grateful hearts and 
great anticipation for all that the Lord has in store. We trust in 
His guidance, rest in His faithfulness, and look forward with 
hope to the ways He will continue to work in and through our 
church family. May this year be one of renewed faith, deeper 
fellowship, and joyful service as we follow where God leads. 
We are so thankful to walk into this new season together with 
you.  

Merry Christmas!  

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we give thanks for the hope, peace, 
and joy found in Jesus Christ. May this holy season remind us of God Ωs great 
love revealed in the humble manger and the promise of salvation for all. We 
pray that you and your family have been blessed with a joyful Christmas.  

Pastor Doug Widger (Lead Shepherd) | Pastor Steve Roth (Community Care)  

Dr. Serena Pace  (DCE -  Director of Ministries) | Mr. Will Land (Music Director)  

Mrs. Laura Scott (Director of Early Education) | Rev. Russell Hildebrant (Pastor Emeritus)  

January Messages τ  άJesus: The Early Years έ 

WeΩre excited to begin a new sermon series this 
January titled Jesus: The Early Years . Together, 
weΩll explore key moments from Jesus Ω early life 
and ministry τmoments that reveal God Ωs 
faithfulness, Jesus Ω growing purpose, and the 
beginnings of His public work.  

o January 4, Flight to Egypt τMatthew 2:13 -23 

o January 11, Jesus in the Temple τLuke 2:41 -52 

o January 18, Wedding at Cana τ John 2:1-11 
Join us as we start the new year grounded in Scripture, reflecting on who 
Jesus is and how His story shapes our faith today. We Ωd love to worship and 
grow together with you each week!  

άA Night of Healing έ τ  Special Prayer Service  

On Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30 PM , we will come together and 
ask God to bring healing in several areas of our lives including 
healing of relationships, healing through grief, healing of body/
mind/spirit, and our being agents of healing.  Please plan to join us 
and invite God to work in and through you.  For more details, 
contact the church office at churchoffice@grace.lc  
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Loving Liberia Update  

Explore Grace Seminar  

Our next Explore Grace Seminar will be on Saturday, January 24th at 
9:00 AM . This morning seminar is our pathway for people who want to 
know more about our family of faith and how they might affiliate. We 
discuss basic Christian doctrine, Lutheran distinctives and answer 
questions about Grace Lutheran. If you or someone you know are 
interested, please contact the church office at churchoffice@grace.lc , or 
Pastor Widger for more information.    

You don Ωt go to Home Depot or Lowes to buy your wood for the roof 

rafters of your building in Monrovia, Liberia. You go to the jungle and make 

your own. Believe it or not, it is cheaper to go to the middle of the jungle 

and make your own. There are no roads that go to where the roof rafters 

are being made. These men carry the roof rafters miles to the road where 

they are loaded on a truck and driven to our worksite where we are 

building a new school in Monrovia.  

Loving Liberia is thankful for your strong support in the past of helping us 

build this school that will house up to 420 children from kindergarten to 

12th grade. Our Lord Jesus is doing his work in the hearts and minds of 

people we will never see on this side of eternity. Thank you, Grace 

Lutheran, for your loving support.  

We have raised $105,396 towards our goal of $115,667. Would you consider 

a gift in December or January to help us raise the remaining funds to finish 

our school? You can go to our website www.lovingliberia.com or make a 

gift through Grace Lutheran designating funds to Loving Liberia. Once 

again, thank you for your love and support.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Hildebrandt  

Soup -er Bowl  

January will be the time again to bring canned soup for Arlington Charities!  
Soup -er Bowl is a nation -wide collection to supply food pantries with soup 
during winter, commencing in January and ending on Super Bowl Sunday.  

In 2024, we turned in 1000lbs of soup, and in 2025 it was 1200lbs! That is 
over a ton of soup that was SO appreciated. Take advantage of the sales and be ready to turn in 
soup in January. LetΩs top the 1200lbs collected last year!  

Thrivent Members Meeting  

         Thrivent members are invited to attend the annual review, update, and 
luncheon, scheduled for February 1, 2026.  Please note that an RSVP is required in order to 
ensure adequate meal arrangements. To RSVP or for additional information, please contact the 
church office at (817) 274 -1626, or Chris Owens.  
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New GriefShare Ministry  

Starting on February 10th , Grace will begin offering this 
program of healing and hope.  During this 13 week  recovery 
support opportunity participants will hear insights from grief 
recovery experts, meet others who understand what they are 
going through, receive comfort and support for their journey, 
learn practical tips for navigating grief, and discover six signs 
of healing.   Sign up will open on January 3.  To register go to griefshare.org/findagroup or contact 
the church office at (817) 274 -1626.    

A Note of Thanks from Janice Dehoney  

We recently received a heartfelt note from Janice Dehoney , who 
shared how meaningful it was to receive her first Christmas basket. 
Janice expressed her gratitude to Alison, Nancy, and all the ladies 
who helped prepare it, noting how special it was to go through the 
package together with Darla , who brings her to church. She shared 
how much she appreciated the thought and care behind it and the 
reminder from Ernie Owens , that these care packages are a blessing 
not just for shut - ins, but for many in our church.  

A Memorial  is a monetary gift designated to a Grace Ministry as a living memorial in 
memory of a loved one or a friend.  
  
The following gift was gratefully received in loving memory of Sid Cook.  
  
PAVILION  
¶ In memory of Sid Cook: Ardis Cook Hutchins  

Thank You from GLEE  

Thank you to the Grace Lutheran Church family for so generously 
providing a Hot Chocolate Bar for the GLEE teachers. This thoughtful 
and delicious treat was a special way for them to celebrate and wrap up 
the fall semester. Your kindness and support mean so much to our staff, 
and we are truly grateful for the care you show to our GLEE community.  



FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS  

3 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES  
10:45τ 11:45 a.m.  

¶ Babies -3 y/o in Nursery  

¶ Preschool пΩs-K in GLEE wing  

¶ Grades 1 -4 in GLEE wing  

¶ Grades 5 -8 (Confirmation) in Meeting Room 4 (Top Left)  

¶ Grades 9 -12 in Youth Shed  

¶ Biblical Parenting Group in GLEE wing  

Wednesday, Jan 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  
6:30τ 8PM  

Snack, Games, Devotion & Prayer in 
Gym, Grades 1 -6 

Preschool and Down in the GLEE wing                                         

YOUNG ADULTS NEWS  

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY τ  10:45am 

Mere Christianity , in the Conference Room  

Our GLEE Christmas program was 
a sweet celebration of Christmas as 
we head into winter break. They all 
did a beautiful job sharing the joy of 
the season!  

Wednesday, Jan 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  
6:30τ 8PM  

Food, Games, Devotion & Prayer  
Youth Shed, Grades 7 -12  

Speak with Serena with questions.  
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LIVING A CHOCOLATE LIFE BIBLE STUDY  

By Deb Burma 

8 WEEKS | ONLINE | 7PM 

JANUARY 11ðBIBLE STUDY KICK OFF 

SOUP & SALAD LUNCH AT GRACE | 12PM 

JANUARY 12ð BEGIN VIA ZOOM 

END OF BOOK GATHERINGðTBA 

For all women of Grace, ages 18 & older | Sign up in the Narthex 

Contact Lisa Woolston for more information 

 

LUNCH AND LEARN  

TOPIC: HOME HEALTH AIDS &  

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  

JANUARY 8 AT 12PM | MR2  

Mujeres en Gracia , our Hispanic women Ωs 

ministry, invites all women to join them for their 

monthly women Ωs breakfast on Saturday, 

January 10th at 10AM.  Come enjoy a delicious 

homemade breakfast, a time of devotion, and 

sweet fellowship and fun with other women of 

our church. We would love for you to be there!  

GRACE SENIORS NEWS  

Our seniors had a wonderful time celebrating the 

season at their Christmas party luncheon ! From 

delicious food to lots of laughter during the White 

Elephant gift exchange , it was a joyful afternoon filled 

with fun, fellowship, and Christmas cheer. Thank you to 

everyone who attended , all who volunteered to help 

make the event possible, and to Pastor Hildebrandt for 

sharing a meaningful devotional message with us.  
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HISPANIC MINISTRY NEWS  

Our annual women Ωs Christmas candlelight event 

was a beautiful evening as we gathered to 

celebrate the birth of Christ and share His light 

with one another. Together we sang Christmas 

hymns, spent time in devotion and reflection, and 

enjoyed sweet fellowship by candlelight. It was a 

special night filled with faith, warmth, and the joy of 

the Christmas season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Posada celebration was a joyful and meaningful 

time as we remembered Mary and Joseph Ωs journey 

and celebrated the birth of Jesus. We enjoyed a 

wonderful evening filled with fellowship, traditional 

carols, food, piñatas, and fun for all ages. It was a 

beautiful way to come together as a church family and 

celebrate the joy and hope of the Christmas season.  

Our ESL class enjoyed a fun and festive Christmas  

party as we celebrated the season together with  

English Christmas songs, piñatas, food, and lots of l  

aughter and fellowship. It was a joyful way to wrap up  

 the semester, and we are grateful for this special time  

together. ESL classes will resume on January 7th , and  

we look forward to welcoming everyone back in the  

new year.  

 

Join us on Sunday, January 
4th , after the service as we 
celebrate Rosca de Reyes ! 
This traditional sweet bread is 
enjoyed in our culture to 
remember the visit of the Wise  
Men to the Christ Child. We 
invite everyone to stay after 
worship to share in this 
meaningful tradition, and celebrate the joy of the Epiphany 
together.  

Acompáñenos domingo 4 de enero, después del servicio, 
para celebrar la Rosca de Reyes . Este pan dulce 
tradicional se disfruta para recordar la visita de los Reyes 
Magos al Niño Jesús. Invitamos a todos a quedarse 
después del culto para compartir esta hermosa tradición y 
celebrar juntos la alegría de la Epifanía.  


